
       Ballycommon Canal Renewal Group 

       Ballyteague 

       Ballycommon 

       Tullamore 

       Co. Offaly. 

31st January 2014 

Waterways Ireland.  

2 Sligo Road, 

Enniskillen,  

Co Fermanagh BT747JY. 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing on behalf of Ballycommon Canal Renewal Group which was established in 2011 

with the purpose raising awareness of the wonderful amenity that is the Grand Canal which 

runs through our community and of restoring the currently disused Ballycommon to 

Kilbeggan Branch of the Grand Canal to its former navigable state.  Ballycommon is situated 

on the Grand Canal in County Offaly at Lock 21.  We are writing as we have concerns 

regarding the proposed amendments to the Canal Bye Laws:  

 

We wish to strongly object to two elements of the proposed Draft Canal Act, 1986 

(Amendment) Bye-Laws, 2014. 

i) The proposed increased charges for Annual Extended Canal Mooring Permit 

mooring will have a detrimental effect on canal usage (We are aware that barges 

in our section have already vacated to the Shannon and others plan to follow) 

 

ii) The proposed change to the Annual Canal Cruising Permit: the stipulation to 

“move every 5 days” is in our opinion unworkable for many users.  In 

Ballycommon we frequently have cruising boats staying in excess of 5 days (and 

7 days in a month). The nature of many boat owners lifestyles frequently requires 

a longer period.  

 

Our suggestion is to extend the mooring period requirement in the Annual Canal Cruising 

Permit to 4 weeks to accommodate the lifestyles of many boat users. 

 

We in Ballycommon and the surrounding area view the Grand Canal as a fantastic amenity. 

The boat traffic on the Grand Canal brings economic benefit, through business and tourism 

opportunities to our community.  We hold a Family Fun Day in August in Ballycommon every 

year, adjacent to the canal.  The Heritage Boats and other boaters have played a big part in 

the event and are the main attraction for locals and visitors alike.   

With the huge increase in boat user charges and the decrease in availability of easy 

navigation, boaters may cease to use the Canals and Barrow system, this will result in 

significant element of waterway benefits being lost to other users and waterside communities 

like Ballycommon. 

 

With the canal system at major risk of use reduction, a catch 22 situation will emerge: boats 

reduce use of canals, canals silt up, boats are then unable to use them  and the system will 

once again fall into disrepair.  



 

 It is not equitable to penalise users of the canals with high charges when they do not exist 

on other waterways.   It is not equitable to penalise one group alone i.e. boaters within the 

overall users of the canal. Implementation of these increased charges on boaters we feel 

could have implications for charges for other users of the amenity such as walkers, anglers, 

etc and on all other sections of the inland navigation, reducing use across the entire system. 

 

Boat users already pay their way and spend money to buy goods/services in the local rural 

communities along the canal system such as Daingean, Ballycommon, Tullamore, Rahan 

and Pullogh.  Boats are part of the life blood of the navigation system, and as such should 

be encouraged to visit the canals and Barrow and their surrounding areas and communities. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

_______________ 

Gerry Feery 

Ballycommon Canal Renewal Group (Chairperson) 

 

 


