
 

Submission to the Public Consultation on the  

Draft Canals Act, 1986 (Amendment), Bye-Laws, 2014 

 

 

 Submission documentation can be made available in accessible formats 

on request;www.waterwaysirland.org/public-consultation 

 Deadline for Submission is 3rd February 2014; 

 Documents can be viewed online www.waterwaysireland.org/public-

consultation or in Waterways Ireland offices in Dublin and Enniskillen; 

 Please complete your submission in black ink and in capitals if possible; 

 Submissions by the deadline will be accepted  

o By email to  
o Online at  
o By post or by hand: addressed to Edel 

consultation@waterwaysireland.orgTrainor and sent to either 

o Waterways Ireland, Eastern Regional Office, Floor 2, Block C, 

Ashtowngate, Dublin 15 or Waterways Ireland Headquarters, 2 

Sligo Rd, Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh, BT74 2JY; or 

 

 

1. 

Please provide your name and address to verify your submission. If you would 

like Waterways Ireland to be able to contact you regarding your submission 

please also provide a phone number or email address. 

 

Name:  

Andy Soper 
Company/Organisation (if applicable): DBA – The Barge Association 

 

Address 1: Cormorant 

 

Address 2: Spade Oak Reach 

 

City/Town:  

Cookham 
Postal Code:  

SL6 9RQ 
Country: UK 

 

Email Address( Optional): chair@barges.org 

 

Phone Number(Optional: 07940598364 
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2. If your submission represents that of a group or company please tick the box 

which best identifies your group 

 

Commercial Operator  Waterway User Group: Rowing  

Local Government (Town, District, 

Borough, City or County Council) 

 Waterway User Group: 

Canoeing/Kayaking 

 

Government Department  Waterway User Group: Walking  

Publicly Funded Body/Agency  Waterway User Group: Seaplanes  

Community Group  Waterway User Group: Heritage  

Waterway User Group: Angling  Waterway User Group: Swimming  

Waterway User Group: Pleasure 

Boating 

x Waterway User Group: 

Houseboats 

 

Waterway User Group: Jet Skiing    

 

 

3. Does your organisation/group represent the view of individuals 

whosenavigation charging  interests would be considered under statutory 

equality regulations AND who are likely to be affected by the proposed 

Bye-laws? State Yes or No and the equality interest e.g. Disability, age etc. 

 
No 

 

4. How do you rate the overall provisions within the Draft Canals Act, 1986 

(Amendment) Bye-Laws, 2014? Tick the item which most closely reflects your 

rating and insert a comment in the box below:  

 

Comprehensive Adequate   x Inadequate Do not know 
 

 

 We are surprised and disappointed by the proposals on mooring 

 restriction and navigation charging which will reduce the attractiveness 

 and friendliness of the waterways in Ireland to both  visitors and hirers.   

 

 

 

5. What are your views on changes to the Draft Canals Act, 1986 

(Amendment) Bye-Laws, 2014 regulating the period a boat may moor on 

navigation property in one position without moving?  
 
 The proposals take a blanket approach hitting all boat users rather than 

addressing the key problem of houseboats squatting on leisure moorings in and 

around towns and villages.  This problem is common to many waterways across 

Europe and successful management hinges on effective enforcement of existing 

powers rather than increasing  restrictions. Recognising that there is a demand 

for liveaboard moorings and providing  appropriate amenties will also assist in 

relieving the pressure on leisure moorings.  A permit scheme for extended stay 

on leisure moorings during the winter has proved to be successful for a number 

of navigation authorities. 

 

 



 

6. What are your views on changes to the charging regime in the Draft 

Canals Act, 1986 (Amendment) Bye-Laws, 2014? 

 
The increase in fees on the Dublin canals are individually reasonable but 

collectively will reduce usage dramatically – just when you have restored the ring 

to full access and boat movements are increasing! While we accept that boat 

permits are needed it does seem that motor boats are being targetted to help 

balance the books when nearly all other users – canoeists, rowers, anglers , 

walkers and cyclists are not being asked to make further direct contributions. 

 

 

7. What are your views on the management framework in the Draft Canals 

Act, 1986 (Amendment) Bye-Laws, 2014 to control and regulate the use 

of the canals by the public for recreation and navigation purposes. 

 
 We are delighted that users are being consulted on the management of 

waterways for recreation and navigation purposes.   

 

8. What are your views on the introduction of a Fixed Payment Notice and 

procedure for alleged offences for breach of the Bye-Laws? 
 
 A very appropriate strengthening of your enforcement activity 

 

 

  

 

9. Outline any other comments you wish to make about specific Bye-law 

provisions or the Draft Canals Act, 1986 (Amendment) Bye-Laws, 2014. 

Are there any amendments or additions you would like to see? 
 
If we can be of any assistance expanding on these comments or explaining 

successful schemes in other countries please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


