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Waterways Ireland Report on Canal Bye-laws Consultation Responses 

does not address IWAI Concerns. 
IWAI highlight that the report on consultation responses that was issued on 30 April by Waterways Ireland 

appears to be an incomplete document in that the following areas are not noted or addressed. 

 There is no mention of the meeting with the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Environment, Culture and the 

Gaeltacht  

 There is no commentary on requests to change the future consultation period from 21 days  to three months so 

that it is compatible with the Corporate Plan Consultation period and more customer friendly 

 There is no commentary on winter mooring provision on the Canals and Barrow as is provided on the Shannon 

navigation 

 Service level agreements and a customer services charter are not included 

 There is no mention of houseboats, despite this being a major issue 

 It fails to note that only one user group is still being subjected to charges 

 There is no mention of the €250 deposit on the extended mooring permit 

 There is no mention of the Barrow open boat fishing licence 

 There is no mention of requests to have a multi-agency approach to planning 

 There is no mention of daily mooring charges in Grand Canal Docks 

 There are no details provided on any impact assessment reports conducted by Waterways Ireland on proposals 

 The Dutch Barge Association submission is not noted or copy posted with all other submissions on the website 

 The report includes what IWAI consider is a wholly inaccurate statement on negative effect on tourism  

 

The IWAI view the report as contradictory in itself. The section dealing with Waterways Ireland responses to 

the various submissions indicates that prior to addressing all concerns in relation to the bye-laws there is 

significant work to be done by Waterways Ireland on a number of issues. Yet the section on the Consultation 

Process states that they have completed a final report with changes arising from consideration of the 

consultation process and once viewed by Senior Counsel it will be forwarded to the Minister for Arts, 

Heritage and the Gaeltacht for his consideration and final decision. 

 

As supported by over 2,300 submissions, the proposed Waterway Ireland Canal bye-laws do not put user 

requirements, tourism development and local communities at the centre of the regulations.  

www.iwai.ie.    https://www.facebook.com/IWAICanals. 
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Notes to Editor – the IWAI 
 
The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) is a voluntary body representing over two thousand 
enthusiasts, with 22 branches across the island of Ireland.  
 
The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI)  is an energetic, fun, voluntary organisation with 
members from all corners of the Island of Ireland, all sharing a keen and passionate enthusiasm for the 
waterways of Ireland.  
 
The IWAI advocates the navigation, use, maintenance, protection, restoration and improvement of the 
inland waterways of Ireland. It was formed in 1954 to promote the development, use and maintenance of 
Ireland's navigable rivers and canals.  
 
When the Shannon was almost totally undeveloped for pleasure boating, the IWAI campaigned against 
the building of low bridges, thus ensuring the development of the river as a national asset. In the 1960s 
IWAI successfully fought plans to close the Circular Line of the Grand Canal in Dublin. Later the 
Association campaigned for the re-opening of what is now the Shannon - Erne Waterway (formerly the 
Ballinamore & Ballyconnell Canal) and the Naas Line of the Grand Canal.   
 
IWAI played its part in the restoration campaign for the re-opening of the Royal Canal between Dublin 
and the Shannon in recent years. IWAI assistance to the campaign to re-open the Ulster Canal has also 
borne fruit with the announcement that work is to begin on re-opening the section from the Erne to 
Clones. Currently, IWAI members are active in restoration projects on the Boyne, Newry and Lagan 
Canals.  
 
IWAI Branches hold approximately 200 events each year across inland navigations with the wider 
communities in many locations. These events include Boat Rallies, Harbour Festivals, Walks, Social 
Gatherings, Heritage Activities; Family activities and Youth focused events. 
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