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Introduction  

 

The IWAI was formed in 1954, is 60 years in existence, and has developed a positive 

working relationship with agency, business and community groups along the national 

waterways. The IWAI is not just about boaters. The organisation has consolidated its 

activities to encompass history and heritage, business and tourism development, walking & 

nature appreciation, water sports and other areas. 

 
 

 

 
 

Green and Silver Route - Dublin.iwai.ie 

 

 

 

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland is a company limited by guarantee, with a 

Board of Directors. It is a registered charity, (CHY no 10915), governed by an Executive 

Council comprised of representatives of each of the local branches and directly elected 

Officers and members.  Day to day affairs are managed by an Executive Committee. 22 

voluntary branches across the whole island of Ireland are part of our network of presence 

along and on behalf of navigations and communities the length and breadth of Ireland.  

 

The Canal Bye-laws 

 

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) on review of the proposed Canal Bye-

law amendments – the Canals Act, 1986 (Amendment) Bye-laws, 2014 identified that the 

proposals did not put user requirements, tourism development and local communities at the 

center of the regulations. 
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The public consultation process opened suddenly on 6
th

 January and closed after 21 days on 

3
rd

 February. This was the minimum period for such consultations. 

 

The IWAI concerns within these proposed revisions and additions to the bye-laws are: 

 

 The proposed 5 day rule. It is not possible to navigate the Canal system with this in 

place. It will adversely affect many communities that are dependent on tourist traffic. 

These are small towns and villages along the Grand and Royal Canals and River Barrow. 

For many this is the only opportunity for them to engage with tourism. We believe that 

this should be a 35 day rule thereby increasing the duration of stay by boaters in rural 

locations to several weekends at a time. This will allow local communities on waterways 

to gain economic and tourism benefit, and to see the advantages of boating facilities in 

use nearby. There is very little evidence that the majority of harbours and locations close 

to amenities are occupied by a static boat population all of the time. Owners need to leave 

their boats continuously on the navigation because there are no alternative mooring 

facilities. 

 

 The fixed penalty fines and other sanctions. These are detrimental to ease of use of the 

navigation systems. The €150 per day fine, with no appeal except through the district 

court with the possibility of a subsequent fine of several thousand euro, is an outrageous 

suggestion for normal boaters. Powers of arrest, through the use of the Maritime Safety 

Act, is an irresponsible attempt at civic order manipulation by the regulators, in relation to 

the level of monitoring required on inland waterways. Where there are harbour hogging 

situations and these do exist in a minority of cases, the IWAI supports adequate 

intervention by the regulators. This should be followed through by utilisation of current 

bye-laws instead of swinging a sledgehammer of new bye-laws.  

 

 General fees. The IWAI membership, as responsible citizens, is not averse to reasonable 

costs for use of navigations. However it must be noted specifically, that once boats are on 

the Canals and Barrow system affected by the bye-laws, there are no alternative 

opportunities for mooring. Waterways Ireland has a monopoly in this situation and should 

not abuse it. Provision for house-boats is useful, if it is implemented appropriately, 

however the current unused facility at Shannon Harbour illustrates to us that the 

conditions and costs are not attractive on the open market. The high cost of extended 

mooring; long term mooring such as houseboats; tolls to cross the Liffey, dry dock 

charges increase by over 500% ; and other fees do not cross reference to other Irish 

legislation such as standard transport tolls.  Barrow fishing boats should not be levied 

with a fixed fee that will intervene in amenity/ tourism. 

 

 Service Level Agreements and a Customer Charter. There is a need within these bye-

laws for Waterways Ireland to have both of these standards in place, for proper customer 

service. 
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 Legislation and national development documentation. The IWAI in its submission 

outlined some of the planning and community development legislation that does not seem 

to have been considered by Waterways Ireland in their proposals for bye-laws. The IWAI 

cross referenced targets and opportunities outlined by various government departments 

and agencies, in support of tourism development (See Appendices 3, 4 and 5 of the 

Submission). 

 

 Public Accountability. The IWAI once again raise significant concerns on the public 

accountability of the actions proposed by Waterways Ireland through proposed bye-laws 

implementation, and measures that should be taken accordingly, in particular in advance 

of the local government and European elections of 23
rd

 May 2014 (See Appendix 6). 

 

It must be stated at the outset of this presentation that the views expressed are those of dedicated 

and active users of the navigations along inland waterways systems of the Grand Canal, the 

Royal Canal and the Barrow River.  The views also relate to how these systems are linked to 

other waterways across the length and breadth of Ireland. We include a wide range of input from 

interested parties across waterways communities and other sectors of society. The IWAI have 

been responsible for over 2000 submissions of concern from members and communities 

submitted to Waterways Ireland within the consultation process. The IWAI have been made 

aware of at least a few hundred other direct submissions to Waterways Ireland, both nationally 

and internationally on this matter, including from both the Dutch Barge Association and Inland 

Waterways International both of whom express serious concern regarding the proposed Bye-law 

amendments and their effects on users and boat traffic. 

 

Navigation on the Grand Canal, the Royal Canal and the River Barrow will be drastically 

curtailed by the proposals of Waterways Ireland. Having reviewed the proposals in-depth, 

consulted with members, obtained feedback from the communities, business associations and 

public representatives along these waterways; the IWAI can confidently state that these 

proposed bye-laws do not put user requirements, tourism development and local communities at 

the centre of the regulations. 

 

The bye-laws proposed by Waterways Ireland are in fact a major threat to the community 

economic gain of boat travel on the Grand Canal, the Royal Canal& the River Barrow.  Many 

counties are concerned. Navigations and locations affected are along the Barrow through 

Carlow, Kilkenny, Laois, Kildare and Royal and Grand Canals in Kildare, Dublin, Meath, 

Longford, Offaly and Westmeath. Access to the ‘Green & Silver’ tourism route on the Grand 

and Royal Canals, the Shannon and the Dublin waterways – developed by Dublin branch of 

the IWAI in recent years - is also in jeopardy.  

 

Minister Varadkar’s Government Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport advises its’ 

mission statement as "To ensure that the transport, tourism and sport sectors make the 

greatest possible contribution to economic recovery, fiscal consolidation, job creation and 

social development."  Tourism is a big picture topic. Boat Tourism on the Canals is an ideal 
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component in Slow Tourism, however the requirement to meet these stringent Bye Laws only 

means Stopped Tourism. 

 

Through these bye-laws, loss of boat traffic will result in the loss of socio, economic, 

heritage, cultural and tourism benefits. Success of ‘The Gathering’ shows communities can 

and do get involved in their assets to build tourism opportunities for themselves and Ireland. 

 

The intention of this submission is to productively and constructively highlight areas of 

concern in the proposed amendments to the bye-laws. The IWAI proposals indicate 

suggestions to sustain protect and develop the exceptional waterways of the Grand and Royal 

Canals and River Barrow; to enhance their use, and develop them further. 

 

The boating community is not averse to appropriate management, facility provision, and 

access to waterways. But boats are key attractions, as the lifeblood of the navigations, and 

need to be welcomed and supported by bye-laws that put user requirements, tourism 

development and local communities at the centre of the regulations. 

 

A copy of the IWAI submission to Waterways Ireland is attached. 
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