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News Release - Immediate 

IWAI Boyne Navigation – sometimes it’s just the luck of the draw! 

The IWAI Boyne Navigation volunteers are well known for hard work and dedication. After all, they have 

successfully restored the Sea Lock at Oldbridge on the River Boyne near Drogheda and are actively pursuing 

the restoration and re-opening of further canal sections of the River Boyne Navigation between Drogheda 

and Navan. IWAI Boyne Navigation also have a very well organised approach to seeking financial support 

and in the process of their restoration project they have attracted funding from many state and community 

funding agencies including Fáilte Ireland.  

But sometimes it’s just the luck of the draw and a matter of simply being in the right place at the right time. 

This was certainly the case for IWAI Boyne 

Navigation Chairperson Myles Brady and 

Secretary Paul Walsh on November 18th last. 

Myles picks up the story;  

Paul and I were attending an event organised 

by Meath County Council Public Participation 

Network (Meath PPN) concerning funding and 

fundraising among other topics. This event 

was also supported by The Wheel, the National 

representative body for the Community and 

Voluntary Sector. In the breaks between 

presentations Paul and I browsed the various 

exhibitor stands.  

At the BHP Insurance stand Paul struck up a 

conversation with Martina Westphal, Director of Community and Social for BHP, who invited us to enter a 

draw for a €1000 Insurance voucher. Paul duly obliged and this decision proved very fruitful when Inland 

Waterways Association of Ireland was announced as the winner of the €1000 prize. It really was just the luck 
of the draw! 

IWAI Boyne Navigation is delighted with their prize which they will use to offset the costs of insuring their 

workboats, allowing restoration of the River Boyne Navigation to continue apace from the water.  

More photos available on request. Please email pro@iwai.ie for more information.      
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Notes to Editor – the IWAI 

 

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) is a voluntary body representing over three 

thousand five hundred enthusiasts, with 23 branches across the island of Ireland.  

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI)  is an energetic, fun, voluntary organisation with 

members from all corners of the Island of Ireland, all sharing a keen and passionate enthusiasm for the 

waterways of Ireland.  

The IWAI advocates the navigation, use, maintenance, protection, restoration and improvement of the 

inland waterways of Ireland. It was formed in 1954 to promote the development, use and maintenance of 

Ireland's navigable rivers and canals.  

When the Shannon was almost totally undeveloped for pleasure boating, the IWAI campaigned against 

the building of low bridges, thus ensuring the development of the river as a national asset. In the 1960s 

IWAI successfully campaigned to stop plans to close the Circular Line of the Grand Canal in Dublin. 

Later the Association campaigned for the re-opening of what is now the Shannon - Erne Waterway 

(formerly the Ballinamore & Ballyconnell Canal) and the Naas Line of the Grand Canal.   

IWAI played its part in the restoration campaign for the re-opening of the Royal Canal between Dublin 

and the Shannon in recent years. IWAI assistance to the campaign to re-open the Ulster Canal has also 

borne fruit with the announcement that work is to begin on re-opening the section from the Erne to 

Clones. Currently, IWAI members are active in restoration projects on the Boyne, Newry and Lagan 

Canals.  

IWAI Branches hold approximately 200 events each year across inland navigations with the wider 

communities in many locations. These events include Boat Rallies, Harbour Festivals, Walks, Social 

Gatherings, Heritage Activities; Family activities and Youth focused events. 

 

 

 

Restoration at the Oldbridge Sealock 
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