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News Release - Immediate 

Dick Warner, an Appreciation 

On the morning of Friday June 16th 2017, a great man passed way. That man was Dick Warner and he 

possessed a special kind of greatness. Dick died suddenly while boating near Ballinasloe. While we are all 

shocked and saddened by Dick's passing, we are safe in the knowledge that when he was called home to port, 

Dick was engaged in what he himself described as '[his] full-blown love affair with the waterways'.  

Dick Warner was always an explorer, a pioneer and an adventurer. Yet for a man who travelled widely from 

Botswana to Greenland and everywhere in between, Dick considered his 1991 journey along the Grand 

Canal and River Shannon from Dublin to Limerick aboard canal boat 45M as ‘one of the most profoundly 
important journeys of my life’.  

The purpose of this journey was to once again take a fully laden canal boat from Dublin to Limerick, 

reminiscing the glory days of the inland waterways transport network, the reason that canals were built in the 

first place. So why was this journey so significant? And why, when the first series of ‘Waterways’ was 

broadcast did it have such a lasting impact?  

As a child of the sixties, Dick Warner attended school during the same period that CIE ceased commercial 

boat traffic on the canals. Some years later Dick lived aboard a boat in Hazelhatch near Celbridge on the 

Grand Canal at a time when this was considered very unusual. Later, Dick settled near Donadea in Kildare, 

one of the most unspoilt and natural regions in the county. Dick Warner was a prominent member of the 

Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) and through membership he developed a passionate 

association with the Grand Canal in particular.  

This may help to explain why the first series of ‘Waterways’ featured the Grand Canal. It told the tale of 

Grand Canal Company boat 45M as she travelled for one last time with a cargo of Guinness from Dublin to 

Limerick. 45M was the only original canal boat that could do this journey and she was also a boat with 

significant history. 45M sank at Parker Point on Lough Derg in Co Tipperary in 1946 with the loss of 3 of 

her 4 crew. She was raised, purchased and faithfully restored to her original condition by Donnacha Kennedy 

in 1975, so her choice for inclusion in the ground-breaking ‘Waterways’ series demonstrated Dick Warner’s 
commitment to regenerating the heritage of Ireland’s canals while at the same time highlighting their 
potential for future generations.  

By the 1990s Dick was already a well-known environmentalist, writer and broadcaster but the five series of ' 

Waterways' ensured international recognition for a humble and selfless champion of our canals and rivers. 

Dick held life membership of IWAI Kildare and he did so much to promote the use, without exploitation, of 

the Grand Canal in his beloved home county. Dick was a regular and visible supporter of IWAI Kildare 

events and campaigns including the reopening of the canal harbour in Naas in 2002. Dick Warner did so 

much to put the potential of Ireland’s inland navigations in sharp focus and he did so in such an understated 

manner. We have lost a truly great man in Dick Warner, a unique champion who continuously highlighted 

the beauty and magic of slow tourism on our navigations. He will be sadly missed.  

 

Ar dheis De, go raibh a ainm usail 

More photos available on request. Please email pro@iwai.ie for more information.      
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Notes to Editor – the IWAI 
 

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) is a voluntary body representing over three thousand five 

hundred enthusiasts, with 23 branches across the island of Ireland.  

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI)  is an energetic, fun, voluntary organisation with members 

from all corners of the Island of Ireland, all sharing a keen and passionate enthusiasm for the waterways of Ireland.  

The IWAI advocates the navigation, use, maintenance, protection, restoration and improvement of the inland 

waterways of Ireland. It was formed in 1954 to promote the development, use and maintenance of Ireland's 

navigable rivers and canals.  

When the Shannon was almost totally undeveloped for pleasure boating, the IWAI campaigned against the building 

of low bridges, thus ensuring the development of the river as a national asset. In the 1960s IWAI successfully 

campaigned to stop plans to close the Circular Line of the Grand Canal in Dublin. Later the Association 

campaigned for the re-opening of what is now the Shannon - Erne Waterway (formerly the Ballinamore & 

Ballyconnell Canal) and the Naas Line of the Grand Canal.   

IWAI played its part in the restoration campaign for the re-opening of the Royal Canal between Dublin and the 

Shannon in recent years. IWAI assistance to the campaign to re-open the Ulster Canal has also borne fruit with the 

announcement that work is to begin on re-opening the section from the Erne to Clones. Currently, IWAI members 

are active in restoration projects on the Boyne, Newry and Lagan Canals.  

IWAI Branches hold approximately 200 events each year across inland navigations with the wider communities in 

many locations. These events include Boat Rallies, Harbour Festivals, Walks, Social Gatherings, Heritage 

Activities; Family activities and Youth focused events. 

 

  

Dick Warner on the Herbertstown/ Corbally line of the Grand 

Canal near Naas 
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