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News Release - Immediate 

IWAI Newry and Portadown shortlisted as Heritage Angels 2017 

The Ulster Architectural Heritage Society will bring the Heritage Angel Awards to Northern Ireland for the 

first time and IWAI Newry and Portadown have been shortlisted to receive a Heritage Angel Award in the 

category Best Rescue, Recording or Interpretation of a Historic Place. On learning of the group's success 

Peter Maxwell the Branch treasurer said: "It's a huge honour for us to have won through the nomination 

process and we are looking forward to the decision. It's a great opportunity for us to spread the word about 

the canal and what a fantastic asset it is to the community." 

IWAI Newry and Portadown volunteers have created a video entitled ‘New Life for the Old Canal’ that 

celebrates the project to re-water the summit 

level of the Newry Canal, a four mile stretch 

of water from Poyntzpass to Scarva.  New lock 

gates were built and installed by the 

volunteers to allow canoes and small boats to 

use the canal. Alongside this the group 

researched and published a guided walk app 

highlighting the history of the canal. They also 

manage a heritage centre on the towpath 

with displays to help visitors understand how 

a canal works and how its restoration could 

help boost the local economy.  

The purpose of the Heritage Angel Awards is 

to recognise groups that inspire and increase 

activity to help conserve and protect built heritage, a purpose that according to Peter, IWAI Newry and 

Portadown volunteers support very strongly; "We certainly meet that aim as our volunteers contribute 

more than 2000 hours annually to canal projects. Without our input it's fair to say that the canal, dating 

from 1742 and the first of its kind in Ireland & the UK would again become a neglected, overgrown ditch as 

was the case when it was abandoned in 1949. Instead, our project on the summit has shown how the canal 

can be used by many different types of people for recreation and enjoyment." 

Peter’s enthusiasm and that of his fellow volunteers clearly shows the potential impact that a project like 

this can have on society as a whole. Please show your support and cast your vote now to show that there 

most definitely is new life for the old canal. Logon to https://www.heritageangelawards-ni.org.uk/ Voting 

closes on Friday October 27th. The awards ceremony will take place in the Grand Opera House, Belfast on 

Tuesday November 7th. The Awards are funded by the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation and the 

Department for Communities.  Please show your support – vote now. 

More photos available on request. Please email pro@iwai.ie for more information.      
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Notes to Editor – the IWAI 
 

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI) is a voluntary body representing over three 

thousand five hundred enthusiasts, with 23 branches across the island of Ireland.  

The Inland Waterways Association of Ireland (IWAI)  is an energetic, fun, voluntary organisation with 

members from all corners of the Island of Ireland, all sharing a keen and passionate enthusiasm for the 

waterways of Ireland.  

The IWAI advocates the navigation, use, maintenance, protection, restoration and improvement of the 

inland waterways of Ireland. It was formed in 1954 to promote the development, use and maintenance of 

Ireland's navigable rivers and canals.  

When the Shannon was almost totally undeveloped for pleasure boating, the IWAI campaigned against 

the building of low bridges, thus ensuring the development of the river as a national asset. In the 1960s 

IWAI successfully campaigned to stop plans to close the Circular Line of the Grand Canal in Dublin. 

Later the Association campaigned for the re-opening of what is now the Shannon - Erne Waterway 

(formerly the Ballinamore & Ballyconnell Canal) and the Naas Line of the Grand Canal.   

IWAI played its part in the restoration campaign for the re-opening of the Royal Canal between Dublin 

and the Shannon in recent years. IWAI assistance to the campaign to re-open the Ulster Canal has also 

borne fruit with the announcement that work is to begin on re-opening the section from the Erne to 

Clones. Currently, IWAI members are active in restoration projects on the Boyne, Newry and Lagan 

Canals.  

IWAI Branches hold approximately 200 events each year across inland navigations with the wider 

communities in many locations. These events include Boat Rallies, Harbour Festivals, Walks, Social 

Gatherings, Heritage Activities; Family activities and Youth focused events. 

 

 

 

Flotilla of canoes at Scarva 
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